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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

1 . The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must 
show every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the drawings 
must be shown or the feature(s), such as: the claimed "first graphical picture generation 
means," "second graphical picture generation means," "interactive manipulation means," 
and other processing elements not clearly illustrated in the drawings, or be canceled 
from the claim(s). No new matter should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office 
action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 37-47 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Young et al (5,479,268). 

As to claim 37, note the Young references figures 1-13 and 2A-22b, discloses 
user interface for TV Schedule system and further discloses a program receiver for 
displaying a graphical interactive picture by receiving a program transmitted from a 
program transmitter, the program receiver comprising: 

Signal receipt means (Programmable TV Tuner/Cable Decoder TVT/CD' 202) for 
receiving for receiving a signal transmitted from the program transmitter (figs.22A-22B 
and col. 12, lines 53-66), the signal being a multiplex signal including a program and 
data specifying a structure of the graphical interactive picture 'GIP' (interactive TV 
schedule or guide, col. 12, line 53-col.13, line 2); 

Signal separation means (Cable Decoder Unit 'CDU') for separating the signal 
received by the signal receipt means into a program signal and a GIP-structure 
specification data signal (col. 12, line 53-col.13, line 2); 
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First graphical interactive picture generation means (Video Display Generator 
'VDG' 224) for generating the GIP based on the GIP-structure specification data signal 
from the signal separation means (col. 13, lines 9-13); and 

Display means (TV/Monitor 210) for displaying the GIP generated by the first GIP 
generations means (col. 13, lines 9-13), note that CPU-228 retrieves interactive TV 
listing stored in Memory 232, receives a user interaction to specific cells of the guide 
using Cursor 32 or Remote Controller 'RC 212 and controls VDG-224 to display on 
TV/Monitor 210 various graphical data based on the user interaction. 

As to claim 38, Young further discloses storage means (Memory 232) for storing 
a plurality of basic picture elements in advance, the plurality of basic picture elements 
being figures composing the GIP manipulated by a user and the basic picture elements 
being identified by identifiers, and first GIP generating means for generating the GIP by 
combining the basic picture elements stored in the storage means (figs. 1-7 and col .4, 
lines 37-col.5, line 14, lines 26-42, col.6, line 16-col.7, line 22). 

As to claim 39, further discloses interactive manipulation means for inputting 
manipulation to the GIP displayed by the display means; 

Basic action storage means (CPUA/DG 228/224) for storing a content of an 
action for updating the GIP-structure specification data; and second GIP generation 
means for retrieving the content of the action from and basic action storage means 
based on action information directing an update of the GIP upon receipt of the input 
manipulation from the interactive manipulation means to update the GIP-structure 
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specification data to generate an updated GIP (col.4, lines 37-col.5, line 14, lines 26-42, 
col.6, line 16-col.7, line 22). 

As to claim 40, further discloses where the first GIP generation means includes: 
a receipt decode unit (CDU) for receiving the GIP-structure specification data signal 
from the signal separation means to decode the same, a storage unit (Mem-232) for 
storing decoded GIP-structure specification 'GIPSS' data from the receipt decode unit, 
the GIPSS data being composed of a panel object definition including a plurality of 
pieces of panel object information, and a shape definition including a plurality of pieces 
of shape information, a first process unit for retrieving the GIPSS data from the storage 
unit, extracting the basic picture elements corresponding to the identifier by referring to 
the shape information from the storage unit in accordance with the retrieved GIPSS 
data, and for placing the extracted basic picture elements by referring to the panel 
object information, and first display control unit for controlling the display means to 
display the basic picture elements placed by first process unit as the GIP (col.4, lines 
37-col.5, line 14, lines 26-42, col.6, line 16-col.7, line 22 and line 58-col.8, line 10). 

As to claim 41, further the interactive manipulation means includes; an input 
manipulation acceptance unit (CPU-228) for accepting a user's input (via RC-212 or 
Cursor 32 and Infrared Receiver 264, col.7, line 24-col.8, line 10 and col. 13, lines 25- 
61 ), manipulation to the GIP, and an interactive signal transmission unit for transmitting 
the input manipulation accepted by the manipulation acceptance unit to the second GIP 
generation unit as an interactive signal and where the second GIP generation means 
includes: an interactive signal receipt unit for receiving the interactive signal from the 
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interactive signal transmission unit, an interactive signal interpretation unit (CPU-228) 
for interpreting the interactive signal receipt unit; a GIPSS data update unit (CPU-228) 
for retrieving a content of action from the basic action storage means in accordance with 
the interactive signal interpreted by the interactive signal interpretation unit to update 
the GIPSS data in the storage unit (col. 12, line 62-col.13, line 13), a second process 
unit for retrieving updated GIPSS data from the storage unit and for extracting the basic 
picture elements corresponding to the identifier from the storage to place the extracted 
display elements, and second display controlling the display means to display the basic 
picture elements placed by the second process unit as an updated GIP (col .7, lines 24- 
col.8, line 9, col. 11 , line 45-col.12, line 22 and col.12, line 62-col.13, line 54). 

As to claim 42-43, Young further discloses information transmission means for 
transmitting the data of the GIP updated by the interactive manipulation means to the 
program transmitter (col.11, line 45-col.12, line 22 and col. 14, lines 15-20). 

As to claims 44-45, Young further discloses information record means for 
outputting data related to the GIP as per manipulation form the interactive manipulation 
means to make a record (col.11, line 45-col.12, line 22 and col. 13, line 14-col.14, line 
14). 

As to claim 46, Young further discloses where the GIPSS data further includes a 
class definition including a plurality of pieces of class attribute (col. 10, line 21 -col. 1 1, 
line 32). 

Claim 47 is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 41 . 
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Conclusion 



4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Banker et al (5,477,262) disclose method and apparatus for providing an on- 
screen user interface for a subscription terminal. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Annan Q. Shang whose telephone number is 571- 

272- 7355. The examiner can normally be reached on 700am-400pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher S. Kelley can be reached on 571-272-7331. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Annan Q. Shang. 





CHRIS KELLEY 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2600 



